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§ 19.73 Emergency variations from re-
quirements. 

The regional director (compliance) 
may approve construction, equipment, 
and methods of operation other than as 
specified in this part, where he finds 
that an emergency exists and the pro-
posed variations from the specified re-
quirements are necessary, and the pro-
posed variations— 

(a) Will afford the security and pro-
tection to the revenue intended by the 
prescribed specifications; 

(b) Will not hinder the effective ad-
ministration of this part; and 

(c) Will not be contrary to any provi-
sions of law. 
Variations from requirements granted 
under this paragraph are conditioned 
on compliance with the procedures, 
conditions, and limitations with re-
spect thereto set forth in the approval 
of the application. Failure to comply 
in good faith with such procedures, 
conditions, and limitations shall auto-
matically terminate the authority for 
such variations and the proprietor 
thereupon shall fully comply with the 
prescribed requirements of regulations 
from which the variations were author-
ized. Authority for any variation may 
be withdrawn whenever in the judge-
ment of the regional director (compli-
ance) the revenue is jeopardized or the 
effective administration of this part is 
hindered by the continuation of such 
variation. Where the proprietor desires 
to employ such variation, he shall sub-
mit a written application to do so to 
the regional director (compliance). The 
application shall describe the proposed 
variations and set forth the reasons 
therefor. Variations shall not be em-
ployed until the application has been 
approved. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1353, as 
amended, 1395, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5178, 
5552))

§ 19.74 Disaster exemptions. 
The regional director (compliance) 

may, whenever he finds that it is nec-
essary or desirable, by reason of dis-
aster, temporarily exempt the propri-
etor of any plant from any provisions 
of the internal revenue laws and this 
part relating to spirits, except those 

requiring the payment of tax on spir-
its, to the extent he may deem nec-
essary or desirable. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1397, as 
amended (26 U.S.C. 5562))

§ 19.75 Assignment of officers and su-
pervision of operations. 

(a) General. The regional director 
(compliance) may assign such number 
of ATF officers to distilled spirits 
plants and utilize controls (including 
the use of Government locks and seals) 
as necessary to maintain supervision of 
operations conducted at such plants. 
When supervision is necessary: 

(1) The regional director (compli-
ance) may require a proprietor to delay 
any distilled spirits operation so that 
it may be conducted in the presence of 
an ATF officer; and 

(2) The regional director (compli-
ance) may require the proprietor to 
submit a schedule of operations to an 
ATF officer. 

(b) Hours of operation. When oper-
ations at a distilled spirits plant are to 
be conducted in the presence of an ATF 
officer, such operations: (1) Shall not 
be conducted on Sunday unless specifi-
cally authorized by the regional direc-
tor (compliance) in each instance on 
the showing of an emergency; and (2) 
Shall be conducted during an 8-hour pe-
riod between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. unless, 
pursuant to the proprietor’s applica-
tion the regional director (compliance) 
authorizes the performance and super-
vision of operations during other 
hours. The regional director (compli-
ance), in administering this provision, 
shall not restrict such operation or 
function to a greater extent than did 
the provisions of internal revenue law 
and regulations on June 30, 1959. 

(c) Notification of supervision. (1) When 
it is determined that supervision of 
plant operations is necessary, the re-
gional director (compliance) shall no-
tify the proprietor of the extent of ATF 
supervision. 

(2) If supervision of a distilled spirits 
plant was not terminated as of Decem-
ber 31, 1979, notification is not nec-
essary for continued supervision. 
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